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PLEASE READ ME!
Freemasonry!
Who Are We?
WWee aarree aa FFrreeeemmaassoonnss MMaassoonniicc LLooddggee..

What is Freemasonry?
FFrreeeemmaassoonnrryy iiss tthhee WWoorrlldd’’ss oollddeesstt aanndd llaarrggeesstt nnoonn--rreelliiggiioouuss,, nnoonn--
ppoolliittiiccaall,, ffrraatteerrnnaall aanndd cchhaarriittaabbllee oorrggaanniissaattiioonn.. 

What is that we do?
WWee hheellpp ppeeooppllee,, wwee ppaarrttiicciippaattee iinn mmaannyy cchhaarriittaabbllee eevveennttss aanndd
ssuuppppoorrtt MMaassoonniicc aanndd aallssoo nnoonn--MMaassoonniicc CChhaarriittiieess.. 

Where do we meet?
FFrreeeemmaassoonnss mmeeeett iinn MMaassoonniicc HHaallllss oorr bbuuiillddiinnggss aaddaapptteedd aaccccoorrddiinngg
ttoo oouurr nneeeeddss aanndd rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss.. 

How do we raise our funds?
MMeemmbbeerrss ssuubbssccrriibbee ttoo tthheeiirr LLooddggee aannnnuuaallllyy.. WWee oorrggaanniissee
ffuunnddrraaiissiinngg aaccttiivviittiieess ttoo eennhhaannccee tthhiiss..

How old is Freemasonry?
IInn 22001177 FFrreeeemmaassoonnrryy cceelleebbrraatteedd 330000 yyeeaarrss ssiinnccee tthhee ffoorrmmaattiioonn ooff
UUnniitteedd GGrraanndd LLooddggee ooff EEnnggllaanndd iinn 11771177..

When do St Mary’s Lodge Meet?
SStt MMaarryy’’ss LLooddggee mmeeeett oonn tthhee FFiirrsstt FFrriiddaayyss iinn tthhee mmoonntthhss ooff
FFeebbrruuaarryy ((AAnnnnuuaall MMeeeettiinngg)),, MMaarrcchh,, AApprriill,, MMaayy,, JJuunnee,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,
OOccttoobbeerr,, NNoovveemmbbeerr aanndd DDeecceemmbbeerr..

Is is expensive?
WWee nneeeedd ffuunnddss ttoo ooppeerraattee aanndd ppaayy oouurr wwaayy bbuutt tthheessee aarree nnoo
mmoorree eexxppeennssiivvee tthhaann jjooiinniinngg aa cclluubb oorr ggrroouupp.. 

Can I join?
MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp iiss ooppeenn ttoo aallll iinnddiivviidduuaallss iinn ssoocciieettyy pprroovviiddiinngg tthheeyy ccaann
mmeeeett oouurr tteerrmmss ooff mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp.. GGiivvee uuss aa ccaallll !! 

Charity
FFrreeeemmaassoonnss aarree eexxppeecctteedd ttoo ssuuppppoorrtt cchhaarriittyy oorr cchhaarriittaabbllee ddeeeeddss....
WWee aarree tthhee ssiinnggllee llaarrggeesstt iinnddeeppeennddeenntt ccoonnttrriibbuuttoorr ttoo cchhaarriittyy ggiivviinngg
hhuuggee ssuummss ttoo wwoorrtthhyy ccaauusseess aanndd ddiissaasstteerr aappppeeaallss.. 
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THE START OF THE LODGE
St Mary’s Lodge 4864 was Founded and
Consecrated on 15th January 1927 in commemora-
tion of the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Lodge
of Industry No. 48 (our Mother Lodge) 1725-1925. 
The History of St Mary’s Lodge, presented on the
occasion of the commemoration of originally the
50th (1977) and also the 75th Anniversary (2002) of
the Lodge commences with a letter dated 21st
November 1924 to the Provincial Grand Lodge
Secretary from Bro. Alex Black, Secretary of the
Lodge of Industry No 48, simply stating …
‘‘It is our intention to form another lodge to cele-
brate the 200th Anniversary of the Lodge of
Industry’’.
A Petition was duly completed and forwarded to the
Provincial Grand Secretary on 23rd March 1925. It
was signed by 21 founders: 15 members from the
Lodge of Industry 48; three members of Rowland-
son Lodge 3360; one member of Minerva Lodge
3385 and two members of Insurance and Banking
Lodge 3885 in the Province of Northumberland.
The leading signatories were Matthew Pearson, the
then Worshipful Master of the Lodge of Industry and
his two Wardens. Bros T.G. Stafford and D.G.
Craig. Mat Pearson was a brother who for many
years was a redoubtable Tyler of Lodges held at
Jackson Street Masonic Hall and the provider of for-
midable meals at festive boards at costs which in

retrospect seem unbelievable – one shilling and six
pence, two shillings or five shillings, if you wanted
a seven course meal at an installation banquet.
In forwarding their petition the petitioners stated …
‘‘The reason for our application is to commemorate
the 200th Anniversary of the Lodge of Industry
whose minutes date back to the year. Also to pro-
mote the general tenets and principles of Antient
Freemasonry as introduced into the Province of
Durham by the Lodge of Industry. We think this an
appropriate way of honouring the old lodge and cel-
ebrating a great occasion.’’
The response to the application was a disappointing
rebuff to one of the major desires of the petitioners,
for on 19th January 1926 the Provincial Grand
Secretary wrote …
‘‘I am instructed by the Provincial Grand Master to
inform you that he will recommend and support the
petition on condition the ritual work be Emulation.’’
The Petitioners asked for the return of their Petition
so that they could reconsider their position and a
period of exchanged correspondence and consulta-
tions, including a Deputation to Grand Lodge
ensued, during which the petitioners stubbornly held
their resolve to practice only the old Lodge of
Industry ritual. Eventually the Provincial Grand
Master withdrew his objection. Lord Ravensworth
graciously in his own hand from Eslington Park on
9th August 1926 saying …

‘‘After long and serious discussions in Great Queen
Street, I have under the exceptional circumstances
withdrawn my objection to the Old Ritual being used
and give my assent to a Warrant being granted. The
mere fact of a Lodge celebrating its Bi-centenary
does not by itself warrant the creation of a new
Lodge to record the event. However I think there is
room for a new lodge and under the exceptional cir-
cumstances I have waived my objection to the Old
Ritual being used, though this is not to be taken as a
precedent and I trust in future nothing but Emulation
will be considered.’’
This generous concession to tradition allowed the
Petition to proceed and on 15th January 1927, at
Jackson Street Masonic Hall in Gateshead, the
Provincial Grand Master, Rt.W.Bro, The Rt.
Honourable Lord Ravensworth, conducted the
Consecration Ceremony, assisted by the Officers of
Provincial Grand Lodge at the time.

St Mary’s Lodge enjoyed good times up until the
Second World War when all Freemasonry was sus-
pended. Since that time it has witnessed many distin-
guised and respected Brethren become Members and
Officers. The Lodge still enjoys a prominent and
much respected position within Freemasonry in
Gateshead and Durham. Consecrated in Jackson
Street, then moving to Queen’s Terrace, the Lodge
now has a permanent home within the Masonic
Centre on Alexandra Road in Gateshead where we
hope to remain for many years to come.

CCoonnttaacctt UUss
IIff yyoouu aarree iinntteerreesstteedd iinn ffiinnddiinngg oouutt mmoorree aabboouutt
FFrreeeemmaassoonnrryy aanndd ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy SStt MMaarryy’’ss LLooddggee tthheenn
vviissiitt oouurr WWeebbssiittee ((wwwwww..ssttmmaarryyssllooddggee44886644..oorrgg)) oorr oouurr
FFaacceebbooookk ssiittee ((sseeaarrcchh ffoorr SStt MMaarryy’’ss LLooddggee 44886644)) OORR
ccoonnttaacctt oouurr LLooddggee SSeeccrreettaarryy GGEEOORRGGEE TTAATTTTEERRSS oonn
00119911 44220022007799 OORR oouurr LLooddggee MMeennttoorr BBIILLLL BBAATTYY oonn
0077995566 112255885511.. BBootthh tthheessee iinnddiivviidduuaallss wwoouulldd bbee
hhaappppyy ttoo mmeeeett wwiitthh yyoouu oorr ggiivvee yyoouu mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn
aabboouutt FFrreeeemmaassoonnrryy aanndd oouurr LLooddggee hheerree iinn GGaatteesshheeaadd..

Our new Worshipful Master, Bro. Steven Lee greets you



MY LIFE AND MY FREEASONRY!

I WAS BORN in 1937, and all my relatives survived WW2. As a result
of the 11 plus, I spent five years at the Whitehall Road Secondary

Technical School. On leaving school I decided that I would like to going to
sea as an Engineering Officer. I served my time for five years at the SSwwaann
HHuunntteerrss DDrryy DDoocckk at Wallsend as a Marine Fitter and attending night
school three times a week. 1958 saw me join a Shipping Company and I
was appointed 7th (yes 7th!) Engineer on a brand new ship built at
Hartlepool, which went to sea for a so-called 6 month voyage which then
returned to the UK 21 months later! 

Attending South Shields Marine Technical School and attaining a 2nd.
Engineer qualification thhis allowed me to sail on my next new ship as the
2nd. Engineer. My time at sea lasted 7 years and I came ashore to get mar-
ried and gained employment at the MMiicchheelliinn TTyyrree CCoommppaannyy.

My father who was a Police Sergeant at the time, was a member
Saltwell Lodge (No. 3000). He and my Mother seemed to enjoy the organ-
isation by going out, it seemed every Saturday nights to Lady’s Nights and
Socials. I never asked and he didn’t speak to me about joining the Masons.
It was not until another person who was a Mason asked why I hadn’t
joined and my reply was that I hadn’t been asked to join. His reply was that
it was me who should have asked the question as it was a ‘‘Society With
Secrets’’. I then decided to ask this question and on the 3rd of September
1970 I was proposed into Saltwell Lodge by my father and seconded by
the currenty Master W.Bro. M.C. Anderson.

This Master, the Senior Warden (C.E. Hathaway) and Junior Warden (J.
E. Ravenscroft) were all Solicitors and a lot of members were professional
people. I went through my three degrees in three consecutive meetings
and my very next meeting happened to be the Lodge Installation which
used a lots signs, tokens and words that I had never seen or heard before,
very very confusing indeed.

Whilst joining the Lodge I managed to answer the required questions I
needed to learn, but realised that I didn’t have a retentive memory and put
facts in the order that my mind requires them, so learning poetry or the
ritual was definatley out of the question. Being on the floor would be
something that I would fail in, so I decided that my job in the Lodge was to

be ‘‘one of the troops’’. I was made a Steward in 1974 serving17 years, I
was Tyler in 1991 and served 20 years, I was voted onto the Finance and
General Purposes Committee in 1988, and became a Trustee in 2000, was
one of the Auditors in 2002, serving in these roles until the Lodge closed
in 2011.

In 1996 Provincial Lodge Grand Lodge of Durham decreed that the
Saltwell Lodge be given the honour of their own Provincial Grand Steward.
Bro.Tommy Thompson who had served on the F&GP Committee for 26
years was put forward for this position. He decided that, as these positions
only came around to a Lodge every 17 years and at his age, thought that it
should go to a person somewhat younger who could enjoy it for a longer
period, and so the Lodge choose me take the honour.Tommy was a true
Mason by not thinking only of himself but of others!

One question that I’ve puzzled over and asked both Provincial and
Grand Officers in the past, and never received an answer because they did
not know why is ‘‘Does Masonry have any interest in a person that serves
a Lodge faithfully but doesn’t go though the Chair’’? At that time all the
individuals that attained a Provincial Steward rank were all Past Masters,
and I asked if Provincial Stewards ever did get a Provincial promotion if
they continued to serve their lodge faithfully, as it seemed other Officers
did.

With this in mind I wrote a letter to the Provincial Grand Master asking
this question. In answer to my letter I was informed that it was the inten-
tion to answer this question and to use the rank of Past Provincial Grand
Persuivant for this purpose and so from 2007 a number of brethren have
annually received this rank. It also said that the Provincial records showed
that I had only served in the Saltwell Lodge for two as Tyler.This upset me
greatly and I almost fell out with Freemasonry and if I hadn’t paid my yearly
subs for my new lodge, I would have walked away.

When Saltwell closed it was my welcome into St Mary’s that changed
my mind. As a joining member, with a history of working within my Lodge, I
am indebted to the Brethren of St Mary’s Lodge for the welcome I have
received. I am now well integrated into my new Lodge and now enjoy
being a retired mason sitting at the back, but still helping other Masons
whenever I can.

ABOUT (ONE OF) US!
An article from Bro. Paul Pearson, PPGSTWD

Paul joined St Mary’s Lodge from Saltwell Lodge after it has
closed down. He has a huge amount of experience in life and in
his Freemasonry. I hope you enjoy his contribution . . .

GRAEME was born in South Shields and after
travelling around the world he realised that

home is back in South Shields with friends, family
and his wife and daughter, Jessica.

Graeme works in the world of Performance
Coaching, Mentoring, Lifestyle and Psychology and
has over 25 years’ experience in Business,
Education and Sport. He has extensive expertise in
people development, talent identification and per-
formance enhancement.

Graeme started his pathway as a talented tennis player who followed his
dream on a scholarship to the USA.A former World Ranked Player who contin-
ues to have an impact within British Tennis as County Captain, Coach and player.

Graeme spent a number of years working within the field of International
Management, Coaching and Consultancy in Singapore,Thailand, Hong Kong,
Cyprus and Egypt before returning to the UK. Graeme has vast experience
within teaching and learning having spent eight years lecturing in Sport Science
specialising in Psychology and Coaching theory and implementation.

Graeme’s next eight year cycle saw him take a lead on the Governments
Coach Education pathway where he not only managed the North-East Region
and Northern Ireland but authored a suite of resources on Physical Literacy and
Fundamentals of Movement.

Graeme has worked with internationally ranked players, coaches and profes-
sional business people in the world of Business, Education and Sport.

He is now in his eighth year as a Performance Consultant working with a

variety of clients and tools based on fulfilling potential and performance. He has
completed a variety of industry standard qualifications in Emotional Intelligence,
Personality Profiling, General Intelligence Assessments, NLP and HeartMath.

Graemes contracts include but are not limited to the following organisations:

Durham University – Team Durham has had its most successful sporting
performance year in 2017/18 winning 15 National Championships 

Durham Institute of Sport – providing psychological support for nearly 100
elite athletes
Gateshead College – a 10 year relationship that has overseen projects from
the creation of Foundation Degrees to International facility programmes in
Malaysia Northumbria Police – individual profiling, performance analysis and
emotional intelligence assessments fed into individual well-being and per-
formance enhancement plans.

Durham County Cricket – Performance Appraisals Ramside Estates – a
change management programme that includes a customer care emphasis
and person profiling
UK Anti-Doping – researching why athletes continue to dope, national
trainer and authored the Coach Clean programme for all recent
Commonwealth Games Coaches

It can be seen from the above that Graeme is a very talented individual and has
worked, and is still working, with some elite sporting individuals. His membership
within our Lodge gives him a complete change to his working and family life.We
look forward to him developing as a Member and a dedicated Lodge Officer.

FFooccuuss oonn...... GRAEME FOREMAN, our Inner Guard


